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How long does 
it take you to 
fi nd a parking 
space 
on campus?
El Grito de Independencia, documentary 
fi lms, concerts, lectures, an accordion fest, a 
talent show and a tango night are among the 
events that UTB/TSC will present during its 
celebration of Hispanic Heritage Month.
This will be the fi rst year UTB/TSC dedicates 
the month to a Hispanic country.
“This month is dedicated to celebrating 
Argentina,” said Aragelia Salazar, student 
development specialist for Multicultural 
Student Services, adding that the country’s 
traditional dances, food and its writers will be 
highlighted. 
The series of events will start Tuesday with 
the display “Living Between Borders: An 
Homage to Gloria Anzaldúa” in the Student 
Union’s La Sala. The arts and crafts display 
will continue until Oct.15. Anzaldúa, a Rio 
Grande Valley native, was a feminist and 
award-winning writer who died in 2004. Her 
works include “This Bridge Called My Back: 
Writings by Radical Women of Color” and 
“Borderlands/La Frontera: The New Mestiza.” 
The Mexican celebration “El Grito de 
Independencia” will start at 11 a.m. Wednesday 
at the Gazebos. Mexican Consul Victor Manuel 
Treviño Escudero will lead the celebration. 
Grupo Folklórico de Coahuila will perform. 
Ricardo Martinez will present his 
documentary fi lm, “The Wall,” at 11 a.m. and 
7 p.m. Sept. 22 in the Student Union’s Gran 
Salon. A question-and-answer session will 
follow the screening.
The documentary was fi lmed along the 
border of Texas, Arizona and California, and in 
New York and Tennessee.
“We captured in three years the impact of 
the fence … and the process while the fence 
is actually being built,” Martinez said in a 
Argentina takes center stage
Hispanic Heritage Month
By Graciela L. Salazar
Spanish Editor
Digging for science
See ‘Hispanic,’ Page 14
SpawGlass construction workers continue work on the new $33.8 million Science and Technology Learning Center. The state-funded construction project is scheduled to be 










Two bullets recovered on campus from a 
Mexico gunbattle have been sent to the FBI 
and the Texas Department of Public Safety to 
determine their primary source, Campus Po-
lice said. 
“We sent the bullets to DPS and the FBI, 
and they’re going to fi nd out where it came 
from,” Campus Police Lt. Armando Pulido 
told The Collegian.
The bullets struck the campus on the after-
noon of Sept. 4. One bullet was recovered by a 
Recreation, Education and Kinesiology Cen-
ter lifeguard, while the other was found by a 
student after it shattered the rear windshield of 
his pickup truck and landed on the bed of the 
truck. His truck had been parked in the Life 
and Health Sciences parking lot.
The lifeguard said he heard two fi rearm dis-
charges and then heard something hit the REK 
Center wall, according to a Campus Police re-
port. He discovered the bullet, which landed a 
few feet from the northwest side of the swim-
ming pool. He then immediately evacuated 
students in the area. After he cleared the pool, 
he said, he continued to hear what he believed 
were machine guns being discharged.
“At that point, we had no idea where it came 
from,” Pulido said. “We contacted Border Pa-
trol and asked if they knew of any shootings in 
the area and that’s when they notifi ed us that 
there was an incident in Matamoros.”
A total of 197 students were in the REK Cen-
ter and 15 were in the swimming pool during 
the incident which happened between 2 and 4 
p.m.. Earlier in the day, UTB/TSC President 
Juliet V. García had conducted a meeting of 
the University Council, an organization of the 
school’s administration, in the building’s ki-
nesiology section.
Campus Recreation Director Laurie Braden 
said she was not at the REK Center when the 
bullet hit. She was notifi ed of the incident via 
telephone, however. At the time of the shoot-
FBI, DPS analyzing bullets that hit campus
By Cynthia Hernandez
Staff Writer






The Student Life and Student Union 
offices will sponsor the screening of several 
films from the Cine Sol Film Festival this 
week: “Desdemona: A Love Story,” 5:30 p.m. 
today in the Student Union’s Gran Salon; “Dr. 
S. Battles the Sex-Crazed Reefer Zombies,” 
5:30 p.m. Tuesday, Gran Salon; “Hell on 
Wheels,” 5:15 p.m. Thursday in the Student 
Union’s La Sala; and “Animas Perdidas,” 
5:15 p.m. Thursday, Gran Salon. The female 
lead of “Desdemona: A Love Story,” Cindy 
Vela, will attend today’s screening.
Tennis tournament sign-up
Registration starts today and ends Sept. 
23 for the Campus Recreation Tennis 
Tournament. The tournament, which will 
take place at 10 a.m. Sept. 26 at the Manuel B. 
Garza tennis courts, will have men’s, women’s 
and co-ed divisions. For more information and 
to sign up, visit www.campusrecreation.utb.
edu or call 882-5970.
Join-a-Club Day
Student Life will sponsor Join-a-Club Day 
at 10:30 a.m. Tuesday in the Student Union 
and at 4 p.m. Sept. 23 at the REK Center. For 
more information, call 882-5138.
Art exhibit
An exhibit of paintings and drawings by 
Sam Coronado, a professor of art at Austin 
Community College and a graduate of the 
University of Texas at Austin, will open 
with a reception at 6:30 p.m. Tuesday in 
the Rusteberg Art Gallery. Admission is 
$1. Beginning Sept. 26, the gallery will be 
open from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. and 2:30-5 p.m. 
Monday, 2:30 to 5 p.m. Tuesday, 11 a.m.-2 
p.m. Wednesday, 2:30-5 p.m. Thursday and 
2-5 p.m. Friday. For more information, call 
882-7097.
TSC board meeting
The Texas Southmost College board of 
trustees will meet at 5:30 p.m. Thursday 
in the Gorgas Hall boardroom. For more 
information, call 882-6567.
SGA meeting
The Student Government Association 
meets at 5 p.m. each Thursday in the Student 
Union’s Salon Gardenia. Students may offer 
suggestions, comments or concerns about 
UTB/TSC during the “Let Your Voice Be 
Heard” portion of the meeting. For more 
information, call SGA President Ruby de la 
Fuente at 882-5877.
LSAT mock prep test
The 2009 Filemon B. Vela Pre-law 
Academy will offer mock prep tests of the Law 
School Admission Test at 8:30 a.m. Saturday, 
Oct. 24 and Nov. 21 in Cardenas Hall South 
117. The tests will take four hours. For more 
information, call Karen Betancourt, the 
assistant master technical instructor with the 
legal studies program, at 882-7526.
Patron of the Arts
The Faculty Hispanic Heritage Concert 
takes place at 8 p.m. Saturday in the SET-B 
Lecture Hall. Admission is $7 for adults, $5 
for senior citizens and children and $5 for 
students with a valid ID.
Maria Antonia Gonzalez, a professor 
of viola at the University of Tamaulipas in 
Tampico, will perform as part of a string quartet 
at 3 p.m. Sunday in the SET-B Lecture Hall. 
Also performing will be Martha Placeres, on 
violin; Patricia Lopez, on cello; and Joaquin 
Ruiz-Vera, violin. Admission is $7 for adults, 
$5 for senior citizens and children and $5 for 
students with a valid ID.
‘Amigoland’ reading
Oscar Casares, a Brownsville native and 
Texas Southmost College alumnus, will read 
from his new novel, “Amigoland,” and sign 
copies of the book at 5:30 p.m. Sept. 23 in the 
Barnes & Noble Bookstore on campus. Casares 
teaches creative writing at the University of 
Texas at Austin.
Photo exhibit
The Student Union Office is accepting 
entries for its “Life thru the Lens: A Black 
and White Photo Exhibit.” The deadline to 
enter is 5 p.m. Oct. 7; forms are available in 
Student Union 1.20. The exhibit will open 
with a reception at 6 p.m. Oct. 12. For more 
information, call 882-6776.
BioSafety Workshop
The University of Texas Health Science 
Center at Houston in conjunction with 
the School of Public Health Brownsville 
Region Campus and UTB/TSC will present 
the seventh annual BioSafety Workshop Oct. 
9 in the Education and Business Complex’s 
Salon Cassia.  The cost is $5 for students, $10 
for faculty and staff and $25 for the general 
public.  The fee includes a certification, 
presentation package, breakfast and lunch. To 
register, contact Sandra Gerace at sandra.
gerace@utb.edu or Noemi Hernandez at 
noemi.hernandez1@utb.edu. For more 
information call 882-5940.
--Compiled by Deidre Chaisson
If you would like your organization or 
department news published in The Collegian’s 
Briefs section, call Deidre Chaisson at 882-





r e p o r t e d 
by Campus 
P o l i c e 
between Sept. 
1 and 4.
At 9:58 a.m. Sept. 1, a Campus 
Police officer saw two men 
walking on the river levee near 
Ringgold Road. The two men 
were unable to provide their 
names and dates of birth. It was 
concluded that they had just 
crossed the Rio Grande. The U.S. 
Border Patrol took custody of the 
individuals.
At 4:05 p.m. the same day, a 
staff member was threatened by 
an individual at the Education 
and Business Complex. The 
suspect was to said to have had an 
aggressive posture and tone when 
speaking to the staff member. He 
told her, “Are you supposed to 
scare me? You want to look for 
me? This is my address.”
At 6:28 p.m. Sept. 2, a battery 
was stolen from a Mazda B2300 
that was parked in the dirt lot at 
Jackson and 19th streets.
At 9:22 p.m. the same day, 
another student reported the 
battery of her Ford Explorer was 
stolen and its starting terminals 
cut off while it was parked at 
Jackson and 19th streets.
At 10:54 p.m. Sept. 3, a 
Campus Police officer found 
$1.50 in quarters on a table while 
closing the New Library.
At 7:41a.m. Sept. 4, a Campus 
Police officer noticed honeybees 
on the Paseo between Cavalry 
Hall and the Science, Engineering 
and Technology Building. The 
officer closed off the area and 
notified Physical Plant. They 
inspected the area and said there 
was no beehive, but bees were 
pollinating in the area. The area 
remained blocked until the bees 
moved to another area.
--Compiled by Cynthia 
Hernandez
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S c h o l a r s h i p s
B r i e f s
P o l i c e  R e p o r t s
The Atlas Shrugged Essay 
Contest is available for entrants 
who are enrolled full time in a 
college degree program at the 
time of entry. The essay must be 
no fewer than 1,000 and no more 
than 1,200 words in length and 
must be typewritten and double-
spaced. Essays must be solely 
the work of the entrant. The 
deadline to enter is Thursday. 




The Education Matters 
& Shout It Out Scholarship 
is available to any legal U.S. 
resident, age 13 or older, who will 
be enrolled no later than Fall 2014 
in an accredited post-secondary 
institution of higher education. 
The applicant must complete an 
online scholarship search profile 
at ScholarshipExperts.com, as 
well as submit an online written 
response of 250 words or less 
for the scholarship topic. The 
deadline to apply is Sept. 30. 
For more information, visit www.
scholarshipexperts.com/apply.
htx. 
The Xerox Scholarship is 
available to any U.S. citizen or 
visa-holding permanent resident 
student of African American, 
Asian, Pacific Island, Native 
American, Native Alaskan or 
Hispanic descent. Applicants 
must have a grade-point average 
of 3.0 or higher and be enrolled 
as a full-time undergraduate 
or graduate student in any of 
the following technical fields: 
chemistry, computing and 
software systems, material 
science, printing management 
service, laser optics, physics, 
material science or engineering. 
The postmark deadline is Sept. 






--Compiled by Deidre Chaisson
The University of Texas-Pan American, in partnership with UTB/
TSC’s Career Services, will host a Health Sciences Grad Fair from 
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Thursday in the first-floor lobby of the Science and 
Engineering Technology Building.
Admission is free for anyone interested in the master’s degree program 
in health sciences at UT-Pan Am.
“We want to help [UTB/TSC students] learn everything they need 
to know about the master’s degree, so that way, as soon as they finish 
their bachelor’s at UTB, they can transition to their master’s at UTPA,” 
said Denisse Cantu, a graduate recruiter from UT-Pan Am’s Office of 
Graduate Studies.
The health science graduate program includes master’s degrees 
in occupational therapy, rehabilitative counseling, communication 
disorders, physician assistant, family nurse practitioner and social 
work. Brochures will be handed out to attendees with information on 
Health Sciences grad fair set Thursday
By Elizabeth A. Perez
Staff Writer
See ‘Fair,’ Page 14
Help Wanted
Help Wanted
Philly’s Americana Cheesteaks/ 
Sports Bar now accepting applications for 
wait staff/cooks. 554-7000 
2155 N. Expressway Suite. G, Brownsville 
Help Wanted
Now accepting applications for 
dance & fitness teachers. Previous 
teaching experience preferred. 
(956) 592-3981
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Flexible Retirement Income
Bob Richardson CLU, ChFC
REGISTERED FINANCIAL CONSULTANT
(956) 542 - 1775
Investment Advisor Representative with and Securities and Investment Advisory Services offered through 
Transamerica Financial Advisors, Inc (TFA) member FINRA, SIPC and a Registered Investment Advisor.
Non-securities products and services are not offered through TFA.
LD3916-08/09
Think you have an idea that would make 
a great business opportunity? The Business 
Incubator office in the International 
Innovation Center might help you develop 
it.
John Sossi, director of the International 
Innovation Center, says the Business 
Incubator provides assistance and space 
to new and existing small businesses that 
want to expand.
Sossi also said the incubator has helped 
larger companies that have considered 
Brownsville as a place to start business.
“They will come by and say, ‘I need a 
place to start while I am selecting my site 
in the city,’” he said. “One of the examples 
is how the South Texas Rehab Hospital 
started in here and eventually it employed 
close to 150 people.”
The Business Incubator is part of the 
International Innovation Center and 
offers remodeled professional facilities 
at affordable rates for new businesses. 
Sossi said the lease terms are only 30 days 
“because we release them of that liability 
of signing a one- or two-year lease and 
that money then can be used for something 
else.”  
For a start-up company, the lease rate is 
25 cents a square foot, including water and 
electricity, and the spaces available range 
from 156 to 1,100 square feet. 
Sossi said the center will counsel anyone, 
whether they have worked on a business 
plan or are in the first stage of developing 
their business idea. However, the center is 
focused on international and technology 
companies at this time.
“Now, it doesn’t mean that we won’t 
consider another type of business,” he said. 
“It all depends on what it is, how many 
jobs it’s going to create and how good of 
a business plan they have, so it is possible, 
but so far, the rule of thumb is no more 
than 20 percent other than international- or 
technology-based companies.”
The tenants have access to educational 
seminars and workshops, copy and fax 
machines, conference rooms, audio/visual 
equipment, building security, parking 
spaces and a loading dock.
The center also assists businesses 
seeking financial assistance from such 
organizations as the Export-Import Bank, 
the Overseas Private Investment Corp. and 
the Small Business Administration.
To enter the incubator program, the 
entrepreneur must meet with Sossi to 
discuss the business plan. After that, Sossi 
helps the entrepreneur assess resources, 
measure competition and the target 
market. Finally, an assessment of projected 
expenses and revenue is made.
“A lot of times, people don’t know the 
revenues,” Sossi said. “They say, ‘Well, I 
really don’t know,’ and what I tell them is, 
‘Look at the expenses and that will tell you 
what your revenues need to be.’ Once they 
do all that, we ask their permission to do a 
criminal background check and once that 
all clears, we do a final look at the business 
plan.”
An advisory committee comprising local 
business professionals such as accountants, 
attorneys, bankers and business owners 
then hears a business plan presentation 
prepared by the entrepreneur.
“The committee has learned to go from 
being judgmental to being very supportive,” 
Sossi said. “The [entrepreneurs] are in front 
of very expensive talent, people that are 
getting paid over $200 an hour, and they 
are getting free advice from them.”
Some of the tenants in the Business 
Incubator facilities are ConsultingPoint, 
SPI Go Green, Photon8 LLC, Newtek 
Business Services Inc. and L&L Importers 
LLC.
 Gianluca Ferrario, a native of Italy, came 
to Texas to open a manufacturing plant 
for an automotive company and after six 
years had to go back to Europe because his 
permit expired. He wanted to come back to 
the area and realized that renewable energy 
was the new trend in Brownsville, so he 
started his own business, called SPI Go 
Green LLC on Aug. 6, 2008.
“I started to study, I started to work in 
this kind of field, and my idea was, ‘OK, as 
soon as I get the green card I am going back 
but I don’t have a job,’ so from that point 
I started to elaborate on the idea,” Ferrario 
said. “OK, this area is basically a business 
that is going to grow and is starting right 
now, so I started doing marketing research, 
competitive search and started this way.” 
SPI Go Green provides solutions for 
families and businesses that want to take 
care of the environment and save money on 
their energy bill by installing solar panels 
or wind turbines.
“Both applications, solar and wind, I 
can apply on a solar water tank,” Ferrario 
said. “So, I create a system where there is a 
pumper that pumps water from a resaca or 
underground and pump water for ranches 
and things like that; this is the main part of 
my business.”
Ferrario is also a certified rater by 
Residential Energy Service Networks 
(RESNET), which is an association that 
designed a rating system to determine the 
energy efficiency of houses. 
Among the advantages of having a 
certified person rating your home are 
obtaining a tax credit, the possibility to 
apply for a green mortgage and spending 
less money on energy bills.
Ferrario learned about the Business 
Incubator through a friend who is a faculty 
member at UTB/TSC and is also from 
Italy.
He cites the competitive lease rates at the 
ITECC as an advantage for his business.
“The financial and economical 
investment is huge,” Ferrario said, “and 
having a place where you can use [that] is 
professional, is clean, gives you an image 
to the public and the standard rate is super 
competitive, it’s a super plus.”
He said the only disadvantage of having 
his business in the ITECC is that he lives 
on South Padre Island and has to drive an 
hour to get to his office, but the proximity 
to Expy. 77 gives him the chance to travel 
easily to such cities as McAllen, Harlingen 
and Corpus Christi.
“I think John Sossi is the right person to 
talk with if somebody thinks of opening a 
business,” Ferrario said, “because he has … 
experience in business and manufacturing, 
so he understands what the needs of a new 
business are.”
Ferrario expects revenues of $100,000 
for this year and plans to expand his 
business and attain $500,000 in revenues 
for his second year. He has no employees 
but works with a roof installer who is 
specially trained to install solar panels.
Got a great idea? Turn it into a business
By Mayra Urteaga
Staff Writer
UTB/TSC’s third annual Fiesta del 
Paseo will include a screening of “The Big 
Squeeze” and performances by well-known 
accordionists.
Student Life Director Sergio Martinez said 
Fiesta del Paseo will start with music from 
local band Conteño, which will perform two 
styles of accordion music. 
“It’s a great opportunity for students 
to learn about our culture and about the 
different things that we are doing,” Martinez 
said of the event, which takes place from 7 
to 10 p.m. Sept. 26 at the Student Union.
Award-winning documentary filmmaker 
Hector Galán will be the honorary speaker for 
the event. Galán, who produced and directed 
“The Big Squeeze,” has won awards for 
episodes and programs for PBS’ “Frontline” 
and “The American Experience.” His films 
include “New Harvest, Old Shame,” “Los 
Mineros” and “The Hunt for Pancho Villa.”
In “The Big Squeeze,” Galán focuses on 
the annual accordion competition in Austin 
where different musicians from Texas 
compete.
Former winners Juan Longoria Jr. of 
Brownsville and Heriberto Rodriguez of 
Edcouch-Elsa will perform at Fiesta del 
Paseo and talk about their experiences in the 
competition.




See ‘Fiesta,’ Page 15
Gianluca Ferrario owns SPI Go Green, a business that is located in the ITECC Business Incubator and offers 
clients ways to improve the energy efficiency in their buildings, homes or farms.
John Sossi, director of the International Innovation Center, explains how the ITECC Business Incubator works.
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“I think it’s 
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environment. 
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do to the 
university. 
There is a 
little bit of 
missing computers a n d 
study rooms, but I think the 
builder did what it could with 
the budget. I think they also 
need an area to sit outside, to 
take food and hang out with 
friends.  ”
Jorge Luis Allala 
Sophomore government and 
communication major
--Compiled by Deidre Chaisson
--Photos by Lewis Osorio
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Look at the bigger picture, America
Health and war. They connect.
For millions in the United States, neither 
health nor war are concerns. They have 
adequate insurance, and they do not know or 
have anyone involved in the wars in Iraq or 
Afghanistan.
Yes, self-interest--and if no one else is 
interested in me, then I must be for myself. 
Understandable, but narrow and shortsighted.
These millions might consider moving 
beyond self and devote some thought to the 
millions who do not have health insurance and 
the several hundred thousand soldiers who are 
bogged down in wars that have not made the 
United States safer.
Perhaps it is asking too much for busy, 
preoccupied and relatively satisfied Americans 
to think of national health care or peaceful 
alternatives to solving global issues. However, 
I maintain that millions are capable of more-
inclusive thinking, thinking that might prove 
more fulfilling than “me” and “I.”
Eugene “Gene” Novogrodsky 
Brownsville
Hate message hurting America
Talk about the dumbing down of America! 
Opposition to President Obama talking to our 
children about responsibility, studying, doing 
your homework. 
What radical ideas! Why the opposition? 
Because:
--the president is intelligent.
--he is articulate and well-educated.
--he is a Democrat.
--he has a loving and intact family.
--he is multiracial.
--he is caring and energetic.
Talk radio voices like Rush Limbaugh are like 
foxes. They know that an uneducated, un-
aware, illiterate population is ripe for their 




Get your facts straight
I enjoy reading Hugo E. Rodríguez’s 
Scorpion sports stories, but I must take issue 
with his assertion in this week’s volleyball 
article [“Scorpions rout Broncs in Battle of 
the Orange,” Sept.7] that states the “Scorpions 
had gone for 57 years without playing their 
Edinburg counterparts.”
The Scorpion volleyball program was born 
40 years ago in 1969, and in the eight years I 
served as coach (1969-1976) we played Pan 
American every year, usually two or three 
times. We played in Edinburg, in Brownsville, 
and, as members of the Texas Association 
of Intercollegiate Athletics for Women 
(TAIAW), sometimes we met at the South 
Zone tournament held every year after a state 
tournament was initiated in the early 1970s.
We also competed against the Broncs 
in various years in women’s basketball, 
badminton, bowling, softball, track and field 
and archery (in telegraph meets). Other four-
year schools we competed against were Texas 
A&I and the University of Corpus Christi 
(both now renamed), as well as fellow junior 
colleges Del Mar and Bee County.
There was no NCAA or NAIA or even 
NJCAA competition for women at that time, 
so we formed our own state and national 
associations and any institution which 
supported women’s intercollegiate athletic 
competition could join; there were no dues 
and no divisions in the beginning.
Of course, that being the nascence of 
women’s intercollegiate athletic competition, 
the caliber of play was not at the level that it is 
today. Our volleyball team never did manage 
to beat Pan American (or A&I, for that matter), 
but ask the women who played on those teams 
and I’m pretty sure they would tell you that we 
sure had a great time trying!
Judith D. Walton, Ph.D.
Emerita Professor of Kinesiology
Department of Health and Human 
Performance
Letters must include the name, 
classification and phone number of 
the author or the letter cannot be 
published. Opinions expressed in The 
Collegian are those of writers and do 
not necessarily reflect the views of The 
Collegian or UTB/TSC administrators. 
The editor reserves the right to edit the 
letters. Letters for The Collegian can 
be sent to collegian@utb.edu.
    Letters To the Editor
“The Collegian News” Webcast
http://blue.utb.edu/collegian
@
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The Brownsville City Commission 
is set to vote today and Tuesday on the 
proposed Fiscal Year 2010 budget and 
on a 2-cent increase in the property tax 
rate.
At its meeting conducted last 
Tuesday, District 2 Commissioner 
Charlie Atkinson suggested the 
commission let the residents vote on a 
bond issue for capital projects. 
“[Mayor Pat Ahumada] does make 
a point to where if you want all these 
things, we are going to have to pay 
for, you are going to have to pay for 
and I’m going to have to pay for,” 
Atkinson said.
Deputy City Manager and Chief 
Financial Officer Pete Gonzalez told 
The Collegian via telephone that the 
city does not have enough resources 
available for capital projects.
“That will require us to go out and 
issue debt, meaning issuing bonds or 
certificates of obligation as a revenue 
source, and then we pay back from the 
property tax rate,” Gonzalez said.
He explained that issuing debt is 
when you borrow money for large 
capital projects and pay off the loan 
with property tax revenue.
Gonzalez told the commission a 
referendum on the bond issue could be 
held, but he would have to check on 
the dates.
“I think there [are] two dates during 
the year,” he said during the meeting. 
“I think one is in November and one is 
in May. I would have to go back and 
look at those dates.”
The commission then continued the 
discussion on the proposed FY 2010 
budget. Gonzalez said changes to the 
budget have been made since it was 
first filed Aug. 14.
The proposed general fund budget 
for FY 2010 now totals $86,241,675.
Since the budget hearing on Sept. 
1, the city has reduced its general 
fund budget deficit from $744, 064 to 
$666,236. 
This was done by decreasing the 
general fund allocation for the Gladys 
Porter Zoo and Camille Playhouse, 
among others.
The city originally had allocated 
$400,000 for the zoo, plus $16,250 
from the general fund and $285,000 in 
utilities. 
Atkinson asked why the city needed 
to give the zoo money from the general 
fund.
 “Even with the thousands and 
City to vote on budget today
By Christine Cavazos
Staff Writer
Sophomore biology major Sam Camarillo was 
living at The Village at Fort Brown when rain 
infiltrated his bedroom two weeks ago.
“When I came in to the room, my roommate 
wasn’t there, and the first thing I noticed were 
trash cans on the floor,” Camarillo said. “There 
was actually a huge crack in the middle of the 
[ceiling].”
Director of Residential Life and Student Union 
Douglas Stoves said the university has taken 
immediate action to repair the damage.
Stoves said that Building One was repaired 
earlier this summer at an estimated cost of 
$11,000.
“We thought we had solved all of the problems 
we were having, but this [leak] is still persistent,” 
he said.
The room across from Camarillo’s also had a 
leak. 
“What happened is that it solved one problem, 
but it chased the leak further out,” Stoves said.
Residential Life was immediately notified and 
the residents were transferred to a vacant room. 
Camarillo decided to stay with a friend. 
“The other student was OK waiting for our 
repair,” Stoves said. “He had some water drip 
down his bed, so we went ahead [and] changed 
his covers, dried them and things like that to take 
care of his immediate problem.”
The university has hired Magic Valley Roofing 
to fix the damages, but because of recent rain, the 
company cannot start working on it.
“The company has been made aware,” he said. 
“Unfortunately, now we are waiting for days 
without rain and then they’ll make the necessary 
repairs.”
Stoves said students living at The Village should 
notify housing personnel right away when they 
have a problem.
“Sometimes they tell their friends, their mom 
and dad, but they won’t tell us and we don’t want 
them suffering in silence,” he said.
Room 218 in The Village at Fort Brown sustained water damage from rainfall on Aug.30.
Rain spurs leaks in Village rooms
By Christine Cavazos
Staff Writer
Deputy City Manager and Chief Financial 
Officer Pete Gonzalez talks about the changes 
made to the Fiscal Year 2010 budget during a 
public hearing Sept. 8 in City Hall. 
Lewis OsOriO/COLLegian
eLizabeth a. Perez/COLLegian
 See ‘City’ Page 8
Act Now!
All majors welcome!
• Build a résumé that will
 get you the interview you need
• Bring several copies of your
 résumé
• Network with potential 
 employers
• Get expert advice
• Bring a friend
• Cookies and punch will be
 served
Bring a copy of 
your résumé to 
participate in 
several drawings!
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The ROTC program is looking for stu-
dents willing to learn how to become better 
leaders.
“We teach them how to be mentally and 
physically strong, so they can face the chal-
lenges of leading today’s men and women 
in uniform,” said Lt. Col. Maricela Alvara-
do. “They are tomorrow’s leaders.” 
This is the second year the Army Reserve 
Officer Training Corps program has been a 
part of UTB/TSC. 
“We are working hard to try to get this 
program in UTB built up so that we can 
have [a] good quality of students going into 
our military,” said Capt. Eva Bratschi, the 
recruiting operations officer for the Military 
Science Department at UTB/TSC and the 
University of Texas-Pan American. “I’m 
excited about the program.”
If ROTC cadets choose to contract with 
the program before graduation, they are 
guaranteed a second lieutenant rank in the 
U.S. Army.
Four levels of classes are offered to stu-
dents who are enrolled in the program. Level 
I and II classes can be taken by any student 
without contracting with the Army.
“Anyone can join our program,” Alvara-
do said. “They can join our freshman class 
or our sophomore class. The level I classes 
are basically about teaching students what 
the Army’s all about.”
Level II classes are focused on teaching 
students basic physical skills the Army will 
require such as land navigation, squad tactic 
skills and patrolling.
“We want them to enjoy some of the great 
activities that we do in the Army,” Alvarado 
said.
Juniors and seniors are welcome to join 
the program as well. They can receive credit 
for the first two levels by attending a six-
week Leadership Training Camp in Fort 
Knox, Ky. It is required to contract with the 
Army for Level III and IV courses.
“Students can go to training without any 
commitment,” Alvarado said. “If they like 
it, they come back and they contract.”
Cadet platoon Sgt. Elias Guerra followed 
in his father’s footprints by contracting with 
the Army. He attended the Leadership Train-
ing Camp this summer where he practiced 
rapelling off a 50-foot tower, land naviga-
tion, squad tactical exercises and crossing 
streams of water through rope bridges.
“I wanted to go into the military since 
high school and my dad told me to [join] 
the ROTC in order to become an officer,” 
Guerra said. “It was really fun. I had a blast 
and I lost 10 pounds.”
Guerra and Staff Sgt. Viviana Sauceda 
signed their contract with the Army this se-
mester. Guerra received a scholarship that 
will fully pay for his tuition and fees for his 
last two years. He also receives $600 every 
semester for books and a $450 monthly sti-
pend.
“I’m very glad to have received this 
scholarship,” Guerra said. “It couldn’t have 
come at a better time.”
Guerra’s attendance at Fort Knox has en-
couraged his father to re-enlist in the Army.
“He’s very excited about being a part of 
the Army again,” he said. “It’s something 
that we share.”
Scholarships are available for any student 
interested in the program. Students do not 
have to contract with the Army before re-
ceiving the scholarship.
“When they are given the scholarship, 
they are given one year to try out the pro-
gram,” Alvarado said.
Students interested in the program may 
contact Bratschi at (956) 358-4245 or by e-
mail at ROTC@utb.edu.
ROTC program searching for future leaders
By Cynthia Hernandez
Staff Writer
UTB/TSC ROTC cadet platoon Sgt. Elias Guerra holds a symbolic check during a ceremony Aug. 26 in the SET-
B Lecture Hall. The check represents a scholarship Guerra is receiving that will pay for his tuition and books for 
the final two years of his bachelor’s degree as well as grant him a stipend for living expenses; the scholarship 
is awarded based on Guerra’s dedication to enlist with the Army upon graduation.
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UTIMCO, an investment company 
that oversees University of Texas System 
investments, is operating under a new 
compensation plan that would limit incentive 
payments for its employees in “times of 
extraordinary market conditions.”
The University of Texas System board 
of regents approved the new compensation 
plan Aug. 20.
The plan is reviewed every year but was 
under public scrutiny last November, when 
the UTIMCO board approved employee 
bonuses totaling $3.38 million though its 
earnings had decreased by 23 percent. On 
Feb. 4 of this year, Texas Gov. Rick Perry 
wrote a letter to Robert Rowling, then UT 
System regent and chairman of the UTIMCO 
board, criticizing him for “irresponsible” 
decisions in a time of financial crisis. The 
next day, Rowling resigned as a UT System 
regent and as chairman of UTIMCO’s 
board.
According to a UT System news release, 
all investment return calculations for the new 
plan will continue to be based on trailing 
three-year results. The incentive pay earned 
by UTIMCO senior staff increased from 30 
percent to 50 percent and would be deferred 
for three years. The deferred amounts would 
then increase or decrease, according to the 
endowments’ investment performance. 
If the endowments post any loss 
whatsoever at the end of the year, the 
portion not already deffered for three years 
would be deferred for one year, and would 
increase or decrease to the point where if 
losses exceeded 14 percent they would be 
eliminated altogether, according to the news 
release. Conversely, if endowments gain 20 
percent or more at the end of the year, earned 
incentive compensation would be increased 
up to a maximum of double.
Bruce Zimmerman, UTIMCO’s chief 
executive officer, told The Collegian that 
UTIMCO employees’ compensations 
depend on how the investments perform in 
the market under the new plan. 
“There was an effort to try to make sure 
that plan took into account extraordinary 
events, you know, very large drops in the 
UTIMCO has new compensation plan
By Julianna Sosa
Collegian Editor
While job fair interviews are normally 
a one-shot chance, Career Services is 
sponsoring a résumé fair Wednesday in 
order to give job seekers a chance to have 
their vitae reviewed by job recruiters.
“The idea behind it is we would like 
for students to get ready for the actual job 
fairs,” said Juan Andrés Rodriguez, program 
director for Career Services. “It’s an 
opportunity for them to have an additional 
edge.”
The résumé fair, which will take place 
from 1 to 5 p.m. in the Education and 
Business Complex’s Salon Cassia, will host 
15 representatives from several fields of 
employment, including retail, government, 
manufacturing, armed forces and education. 
Students are advised to bring several copies 
of their résumé. 
“[The students] have an opportunity to sit 
with [recruiters], show them their résumé, 
allow for them to critique it and give them 
feedback, tell them how to make their 
résumé more competitive,” Rodriguez said.
Most of the recruiters at the résumé fair 
will also be present at the job fair for all 
majors on Sept. 30.
“[The résumé fair] will be the preamble to 
the actual job fair,” Rodriguez said. “Once 
they are ready to apply for a job, if the 
recruiter can put a name with a face and can 
remember the applicant, they have a better 
opportunity for getting interviews later.”
The first résumé fair on campus was 
held in the Spring 2009 semester but was 
only offered for business majors. The 
idea sparked from the School of Business 
Volunteer Mentorship Program.
“Part of the School of Business Volunteer 
Mentorship Program, we’re all about 
helping the students and supporting the 
students,” said Luz Quezada, president of 
the program and a graduate student. “We 
saw that it was a need, that it was going to 
be helpful for the students to just help them 
out, bring in Human Resource professionals 
to just help them out, so that they would 
assist the students, guide the students in 
putting together that résumé.”
Recruiters to eye students’ résumés
By David Boon
Staff Writer
See ‘UTIMCO,’ Page 15 See ‘Resume,’ Page 14
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Hot Spotof the week
Fun, laid-back and creative are just a few 
words to describe the members of the band 
White Zebra who have been showcasing 
their music all over the Rio Grande Valley.
White Zebra is made up of three UTB/TSC 
students and one student from the University 
of Texas-Pan American.
Esteban Elizondo, a sophomore respiratory 
therapy major, is the lead singer and plays 
guitar; Adrian Loera, junior art major, 
plays the drums; Justin Marin, freshman 
philosophy major at UTPA, plays lead guitar; 
and Raul Altamirano, junior communication 
major, plays the bass upside down. 
“He’s a left-handed bassist, but he plays 
a right-handed guitar so it’s upside down,” 
Elizondo said.
Although Elizondo is the lead singer, the 
band tries “to incorporate everyone” to sing 
background, especially when they record.
Elizondo said the band plays rock, and 
although there are no Spanish lyrics, certain 
songs have Latin beats. 
White Zebra’s influences are The Mars 
Volta, Radiohead and Refused.
What sets them apart from other local 
bands, Loera said, is that they don’t like to 
make “commercially accessible music” and, 
therefore, do not attract “young high school 
crowds” to their shows. And, the only music 
they play is their own. 
“It’s always been original,” Elizondo 
said.
White Zebra has played at house shows 
and different locations in the Valley such as 
Galeria 409, the McA2 Creative Incubator, 
Cine Del Rey, Cops Lounge and Valentino’s 
Night Club. Loera said their next gig will be 
Oct. 3 at the McA2 Creative Incubator in 
McAllen.
Elizondo went to school with Loera and 
was in a band with Altamirano and Marin, 
where he persuaded both to form a band 
with him and Loera in 2005.
“We just kind of stole them,” he said. 
“That’s how we basically became friends 
and started a music band.”
Elizondo explained that Loera took drum 
lessons and Altamirano and Marin were in 
the high school band, but he is self-taught.
“I went to [the] Mr. Music [store] for a 
day,” he said with a laugh.
Elizondo works for his father’s audio/
visual rental business and at a home health 
agency. Loera works for a brokerage firm. 
Altamirano works at a shop in Sunrise 
Mall, while Marin “just rocks,” he said.
White Zebra has recorded one album and 
an extended play. 
“The album’s called ‘Empty Your Pockets, 
Give Us Your Souls’ and the [extended play 
release] is called ‘Three Languages,’ but 
together they’re just ‘Three Languages,’” 
Elizondo said.
Loera added that the band is working on a 
second full-length album.
White Zebra sells CDs at its shows and 
fans can also download the music for free at 
RGVjuice.com.
“If you want the CD, it’s $7 at the show, 
that’s if you want like the album art and 
stuff,” Elizondo said.
White Zebra rocks to original beat
By Jacqueline Vasquez
Staff Writer
’Scopes Name: Stephanie CohenAge: 19
Classification: Sophomore 
Major: Bioengineering physics 
Zodiac sign: Leo
What do you look for in the opposite sex? 
“First of all, they have to be a gentleman. 
I like someone who has the same kinds of 
interests in movies and music, someone who 
is confident in themselves but not arrogant 
and someone who will treat me well. 
Someone intelligent, confident, who is the 
life of the party but is sometimes quiet and 
mysterious.”
If you could be another person, who would 
you be? “Maybe the president, that would be 
pretty cool.”
What type of music do you like? “Arcade 
Fire, the Beatles, the Doors, Yeah Yeah 
Yeahs, System of a Down.” 
What do you like to do on the weekends? 
“I like to relax and just hang out with my 
friends doing whatever.” 
Where do you see yourself in 10 years? 
“I think I’ll be married by then and I’ll be 
working in my field of study. By then, I will 
have my master’s in biomedical engineering. 
… So, I’ll be working in that field making 
medical technology. Hopefully, a nice house, 






--Compiled by Rene Cardona
Cupid’s orner
Members of White Zebra are (from left) Adrian Loera, Raul Altamirano, Esteban Elizondo and Justin Marin.
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Aries (March 21-April 19): It really doesn’t 
matter if your car can put out 400 horsepower 
of maximum performance, Ringgold Road is 
definitely not the place to put your vehicle to 
the test.
Taurus (April 20-May 20): It might be 
Monday, but there’s no reason for tonight not 
to be a good night. Go out, live it up and relish 
in the fact that you only have five more days 
before the weekend.
Gemini (May 21-June 21): Take a risk 
today, go out and meet new people. Who knows, 
maybe you’ll end up with that girl kicking the 
Coke machine in South Hall, or the guy honking 
at you for making him late as he navigates the 
Life and Health Sciences Building Parking Lot. 
Cancer (June 22-July 22): Sometimes, you 
may do things and they may turn out the way 
they were supposed to or you wanted them 
to, no matter how hard you try. It happens, 
just keep at it until you’re either successful or 
institutionalized.
Leo (July 23-Aug. 23): Let’s say you just 
aced a test you did not study for. Quite an 
amazing feeling, isn’t it? It’s a feeling that needs 
more than words to describe it. So take a picture 
of the test! Just don’t spread it on the Internet.
Virgo (Aug. 24-Sept. 22): There are times 
where you have to ask yourself those serious 
questions: How can you stop the rain from 
falling down? How can you stop the sun from 
shining? Once you get an answer, let your 
friends know, because I’m sure they are getting 
tired of not bringing umbrellas to class.
Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 23): You’re dreaming, 
and you’re hearing angels calling from divine 
lost crystal realms, hearing them say, “Wake up! 
The professor’s going to ask you a question in 
about 10 seconds! Get ready to improvise!”
Scorpio (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): Whatever you do, 
remember something about doing homework at 
night: It’s calm and dull, so if you’re going to 
procrastinate for a test, what better way to do it 
than during the night? I mean, it’s not like there 
are parties or clubs to go to.
Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21):  They say 
anger is just love disappointed, which is kind 
of odd, because you don’t recall ever having to 
love the inability to find parking space that’s 
outside the no-man’s land next to Lincoln Park.
Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): Ground 
control to Major Tom: Jealousy will be present 
for you this week, whether it’s wanting to play 
guitar as well as your friends or having grades 
as good as other friends. But remember, you’re 
unique--just like everyone else.
Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 19):  Single people 
beware! There’s wolves out there, prowling for 
you. Tired of staying at home, these people are 
out for blood. Tread carefully, because the last 
thing you need are scratches and bites all over. 
Never mind, some of you may actually like 
that.
Pisces (Feb. 20-March 20):  The rise and 
fall of satellites may sound like a conspiracy 
theory for you, when, in fact, it may just be your 
mind going crazy at working alone on Friday 
afternoons. Keep up the good work.
By Hugo E. Rodríguez
Sports Editor
Faculty, Students, Staff!
$400 per month/$49 per day 
www.uisroom.com
Call 956-546-0381
•Furnished, large rooms, 





•$500 per month double occupancy
•Flexible month-to-month 
  agreement
•All utilities paid 
  (cable, water, electricity)
•Near the UTB main campus, 
  8 min. walk
•Security Surveillance 
55 Sam Perl Blvd.
(off 12th St.)
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The Student Government Association 
has passed Resolution No.6, which calls for 
the impeachment of President Ruby de la 
Fuente.
The motion was carried on a 3-2 vote 
during Thursday night’s meeting; however, 
Judicial Affairs Coordinator and SGA 
adviser David Marquez opposed the senate’s 
decision.
“Prior to today, we only had a sponsor and 
a co-sponsor to that resolution,” Marquez 
told the audience. “If they were the only two 
voting on it … is that fair?”
David Polin, SGA vice president of 
administration, reminded Marquez that his 
position as adviser did not allow him the 
right to delay any decisions for the student 
government and stressed the adviser’s duty 
in the student government.
Marquez wanted the impeachment to be 
postponed until after freshman elections to 
protect the integrity of the SGA. 
“As [per] Board of Regents rule 50203, 
you don’t have the authority to do so, 
therefore, I’m going to propose this for 
action,” Polin replied.
Marquez asked the senate for transparency 
when it comes to taking executive action; 
however, Polin refused to give in to the 
administration.
“You can pass [the impeachment] if you 
like,” Marquez said, “but we won’t go into 
a vote until after freshman elections and that 
is for transparency.”
He emphasized the importance of a 
reliable student government because it 
affects the “credibility and the way people 
view SGA.”
Five minutes before the meeting began, 
de la Fuente gave The Collegian an agenda, 
which only listed:
--Resolution No. 3, which calls for 
freshman elections;
--Resolution No. 4, which calls for 
sponsoring a contest for students who 
can illustrate the importance of the U.S. 
Constitution.
Three minutes later, Polin showed up 
to the meeting with a new agenda, which 
presented Resolution No.6.
“Resolution No. 6 was stalled until the 
freshmen got elected,” de la Fuente said. “I 
spoke to David [Polin] at night, today in the 
morning, so I was very surprised that two 
minutes before the meeting began, they had 
changed it on me.”
The SGA president said she continues to 
believe the promises made by the SGA’s 
vice presidents, but now understands their 
main purpose.
“David wants to be president, and that’s 
perfectly OK, but he should do it the right 
way,” de la Fuente said. “My credibility and 
my title and just me, is getting humiliated 
because of his interest in being the 
president.” 
In other business, the executive board 
approved the appointment of two new 
students to the senate.
Senior psychology major Rosa Law 
was appointed vice president of historical 
archives. Law had been previously 
nominated for the position, but her 
appointment had been postponed. 
Criminal justice major Sandra Esparza 
was appointed senator for the College of 
Liberal Arts. Esparza said she is excited to 
work for the student body and the SGA.





SGA President Ruby de la Fuente and Vice President of Administration David Polin confer privately before the 
SGA meeting Thursday. 
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thousands of people that come in to the zoo, 
they still need that money?” he asked.
Gladys Porter Zoo Director Patrick M. 
Burchfield said the city only contributes 13.2 
percent of the zoo’s $4.2 million budget.  
“We have spent last year and this year so 
far, $1.9 million in repairs and maintenance 
to our 39-year-old facility,” Burchfield 
said. “We have less money from all of our 
resources at this point.”
Atkinson reminded Burchfield of the 
impact the economic recession is having on 
the city. 
“We sympathize with that, but my point 
and my only point is that at a time when we 
are trying to bring tourism to the Rio Grande 
Valley and Brownsville, it’s not the time to 
diminish your No. 1 attraction, ladies and 
gentlemen,” Burchfield replied.    
Ben Agresti, director of the Camille 
Lightner Playhouse, asked the commission 
to rethink its decision concerning the 
theater’s budget decrease. 
“Hundreds of kids pass through our 
doors with our educational and outreach 
programs,” Agresti said. “What I’m 
concerned with is with our funding being 
cut, some of those programs will be lost.”
He said the playhouse needs more support 
from the city to keep ticket costs low. 
“Otherwise, our ticket prices will be 
pushed up to maybe to $20, $30 a ticket 
and nobody can afford to pay that,” he said. 
“We feel that currently a whole family can 
come see a Broadway-caliber show and it’s 
cheaper to bring the whole family than to 
hire a baby sitter.” 
The city has allocated $52,000 for the 
playhouse.
City
Continued from page 5
On CampusThe Collegian September 14, 2009 • Page 9
On CampusPage 10 • September 14, 2009 The Collegian
After five years of being one department, 
Communication and English have split to 
allow for expansion and improve efficiency, 
university officials say.
 “In the last four years, the number of 
communication majors has doubled,” said 
David Heimmerman, dean of the College 
of Liberal Arts. “The former Department 
of English and Communication was over 
40 faculty members, which by the way, 
is as large, if not larger, than the entire 
School of Business. From an administrative 
standpoint, it made sense to divide.”
Close to 150 UTB/TSC graduates have 
attained a degree in communication, a 
program that began in Fall 2004.
Now, the Communication Department 
has more than 200 declared majors. In May, 
the department became independent after 
internal and external approval. 
Due to the split, the budget for both 
departments was divided and a stipend of 
$6,667 was given to Associate Professor 
Sharaf Rehman, the new chair of the 
Communication Department. 
The split was aimed to improve efficiency 
and promote growth for both departments.
“A smaller department will lend a greater 
efficiency in that regard,” Heimmerman 
said. “Our desire to increase efficiency is 
important, especially during these austere 
financial times.”
English and communication majors 
will not see any significant changes just 
yet. However, plans for more courses 
and graduate degrees are in the works. 
Currently, a communication degree can 
have a concentration in communication 
studies or mass media. There are no plans 
to create a new bachelor’s degree under the 
Communication Department, but courses in 
media production, media writing and other 
courses that look at the way media are being 
converged onto the Internet will be added. 
“We will … add more courses in both of 
these areas so students will have a broader 
base and more electives,” Rehman said. 
“They will have a better-rounded degree 
when they finish.”
Senior communication major Adina A. 
Alegria said she would like to see different 
types of communication degrees offered.
“I would like to see specialized fields,” 
Alegria said. “Don’t get me wrong, I love 
the UTB/TSC campus, but other campuses 
have specialized [degrees] such as public 
relations, radio and journalism.”
Senior communication major Roman 
Gonzalez believes there should be 
another resource to help students with 
communication and speech courses.
“There [are] a lot of students that need to 
take speech classes and so forth and some 
people are not good at that,” Gonzalez said. 
“Their fear of public speaking is horrible, so 
probably some more tutoring or helping on 
how to say speeches and writing them and 
be more presentable [should be offered].”
The Communication Department will 
move forward with planning the creation of 
a master’s program. Rehman said a recently 
conducted need-assessment survey revealed 
a necessity for graduates with a master’s 
degree in communication and speech. 
“Our own graduates that have finished 
their degree in communication have 
expressed a strong interest in pursuing it 
further,” Rehman said. “If we can provide 
a master’s degree here, we can keep these 
students. Also, we have noticed there are 
interests … from the business students and 
education students. Those students want to 
take communication courses at graduate 
level.”
He said the program is going to be 
designed radically different from any other 
communication master’s degree available 
near the Rio Grande Valley. The master’s 
degree will have leeway for a cognate area, 
similar to a minor in an undergraduate 
degree plan, in any discipline that offers 
graduate-level courses. He also said there 
was a possibility that the program could 
begin in Fall 2010.
“We are going to try to do something 
that is not being done by the universities in 
about a 200-mile radius from us,” Rehman 
said. “It’s going to be distinctly different 
than other programs around us.”
Depending on students’ needs and 
interests, there are two possibilities for the 
master’s program.
“One of those is to do a master’s degree 
in corporate communication and the other 
one will be to do a master’s program in 
media arts,” Rehman said. “If this area 
requires people to be able to do corporate 
communication, then we are going to do 
that. If we think there is more potential for 
the other area, then we will go into media 
arts.”
Students studying communication and 
enrolling in the Film and TV Production 
course next spring will be able to use a new 
facility on the International Technology, 
Education and Commerce Center. The TV 
studio has a control room, editing software, 
Communication program graduates to department
By Rene Cardona Jr.
Staff Writer
Sophomore communication major Susanna Zendejas asks Associate Professor John A. Cook about her script 
while auditioning for the upcoming play, “You’re Not Listening,” during Thursday’s Introduction to Theater 
class.
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Applications are available online at 
http://www.utb.edu/sa/sga/Pages/default.aspx
Applicants must:
             • Be a currently enrolled freshman
             • Be enrolled for at least 6 credit hours 
             • Have a cumulative 2.0 GPA or higher          
Step up to a Leadership Position and 
be the Voice of Freshman Students
Voting will take place from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. Wednesday, September 23, and Thursday, September 24.
Application Deadline is 4 p.m. Thursday, September 17, 2009.
• Applications will be certified on Friday, September 18, 2009 
and applicants will be notified of their eligibility via e-mail. 
• Candidates must be available to attend a meeting on 





See ‘Comm,’ Page 15
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Mes de la Herencia Hispana 
de hoy





Especialidad: Química  
Clasificación: Estudiante de último 
año
Fecha de graduación: Mayo 2010
Reconocimientos: Lista de la Rectora: 
Otoño 2006, Otoño 2007, Verano 
I 2008, Verano II 2008;  Lista del 
Decano: Primavera 2007, Primavera 
2008; y Primer lugar en el onceavo 
Simposio de Investigación de UTB/
TSC.
Pasatiempos: “Tocar guitarra, 
componer música, practicar artes 
marciales, jugar videojuegos, leer 
acerca de química”.
Actividades extracurriculares: 
“Estoy en [Club] Chemical Agents”.  
¿Cuál sería tu trabajo ideal? 
“Trabajar en un laboratorio donde 
yo pueda conducir mi propia 
investigación y donde pueda inspirar a 
más estudiantes, más personas, a que 
se unan a un equipo de investigación, 
un laboratorio de química”. 
¿Cuáles son tus metas? “Obtener mi 
doctorado en química y en bioquímica 
y trabajar en la industria”.
¿Cómo te ves dentro de 10 años? 
“Trabajando en un laboratorio, 
desarrollando mis propias 
investigaciones, teniendo mis propias 
ideas, desarrollándolas también y 
más que nada mejorando el ambiente 
laboral en que estoy”.
¿Qué te gusta de la universidad? 
“Me gusta que está creciendo mucho, 
se ha expandido mucho en estos 
últimos años, que más que nada, es 
una universidad que no se detiene, 
que sigue adelante”. 
¿Qué les aconsejarías a los 
estudiantes de nuevo ingreso? “Que 
le den una oportunidad a las ciencias, 
especialmente a la química y ciencias 
ambientales. Por más difícil que ellos 
piensen que sea, a lo mejor no es tan 
difícil, más que nada que le den una 
oportunidad a estas carreras y también 
que tomen su carrera universitaria 
como algo serio”. 
¿Qué consejo les darías a los 
estudiantes para estudiar antes de 
un examen? “Que tengan el hábito 
de leer las notas que toman en clase 
después de clase, y de leer sus notas 
de perdido unas dos o tres horas a 
diario, y eso les ayuda para repasar 
para los exámenes”.
--Recopilado por Mayra Urteaga
El Grito de Independencia, 
documentales, conciertos, 
conferencias, un festival de 
acordeón, un espectáculo de 
talento y una noche de tango 
son algunos de los eventos que 
UTB/TSC presentará como parte 
de la celebración del Mes de la 
Herencia Hispana.
Este es el primer año en el que 
UTB/TSC dedica el mes a un país 
Hispano.
“Este mes está dedicado a 
celebrar Argentina”, dijo Aragelia 
Salazar, asesora de estudiantes 
internacionales del departamento 
de servicios multiculturales e 
internacionales, agregando que 
se destacarán los bailes, comidas 
y escritores tradicionales de ese 
país. 
La serie de eventos empezará 
el martes con la presentación de 
“Living Between Borders: An 
Homage to Gloria Anzaldúa” 
en La Sala del edificio Unión 
Estudiantil. La muestra 
continuará hasta el 15 de octubre. 
Anzaldúa, originaria del Valle del 
Rio Grande, fue una galardonada 
escritora feminista que murió 
en el 2004. Entre sus obras se 
encuentran “This Bridge Called 
My Back: Writings by Radical 
Women of Color” y “Borderlands/
La Frontera: The New Mestiza”.  
La celebración Mexicana “El 
Grito de Independencia” iniciará 
a las 11 a.m. el miércoles en 
los quioscos de la universidad 
(Gazebos). El Cónsul  de México 
Víctor Manuel Treviño Escudero 
encabezará la celebración. El 
Grupo Folklórico de Coahuila 
bailará durante el evento. 
Ricardo Martínez presentará 
su documental, “The Wall”, a 
las 11 a.m. y a las 7 p.m. el 22 
de septiembre en el Gran Salón 
del edificio Unión Estudiantil. Al 
terminar ambas presentaciones se 
realizará una sesión de preguntas 
y respuestas.
El documental fue grabado 
en la frontera de Texas, Arizona 
y California, y en New York y 
Tennessee.
“Capturamos durante tres años 
el impacto del muro fronterizo… 
y el proceso durante el cual el 
muro se estaba construyendo”, 
dijo Martínez en una entrevista 
telefónica con The Collegian. 
Oscar Casares, un escritor 
chicano de Brownsville, leerá 
un poco de su más reciente libro, 
“Amigoland”, a las 5:30 p.m. el 23 
de septiembre 
en la librería 
Barnes & Noble.
A l g u n o s 
estudiantes de 
p r e p a r a t o r i a 
serán invitados a 
la presentación de 
la película de Héctor Galán, “The 
Big Squeeze”, a las 10 a.m. el 25 
de septiembre en el Gran Salón 
del edificio Unión Estudiantil.
El documental, acerca del 
festival de acordeón Big Squeeze, 
también será presentado durante 
la Fiesta del Paseo a las 7 p.m. el 
26 de septiembre en el césped del 
edificio Unión Estudiantil. 
“Es un evento nuevo que 
estamos realizando como parte 
del Mes de la Herencia Hispana, 
intentando informar a los 
estudiantes de los diferentes tipos 
de arte dentro de la historia de esa 
música”, dijo Sergio Martínez, 
director del departamento 
Vida Estudiantil. “Estamos 
emocionados, va a estar muy 
divertido”.
La introducción de la colección 
“Agrasánchez Mexican Cinema” 
será a las 7:15 p.m. el 1 de 
octubre en la biblioteca Arnulfo 
L. Oliveira.
La “Noche de Tango” será 
presentada por 
estudiantes de UTB/
TSC bajo la dirección 
de Alberto Sacco y 
se efectuará a las 
7:30 p.m. el 9 de 
octubre en la sala 
de conferencias del 
edificio SET-B. 
Estados Unidos comenzó 
la celebración de la Herencia 
Hispana en 1968, cuando el 
Congreso autorizó al Presidente 
Lyndon B. Johnson proclamar 
una semana en septiembre 
como la Semana Nacional de la 
Herencia Hispana.
En 1988, la celebración se 
extendió a un mes honrando a 
los “residentes estadounidenses 
de descendencia española, 
mexicana y naciones de Centro 
y Sudamérica y el Caribe”, según 
un comunicado de la Oficina del 
Censo de los Estados Unidos.
El 15 de septiembre marca el 
inicio del Mes de la Herencia 
Hispana con el aniversario de la 
independencia de Costa Rica, El 
Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras 
y Nicaragua. México celebra su 
independencia el 16 de septiembre 
y Chile el 18.
Para ver el programa de 
eventos, vea a la página 8.
Manny Reyna/Collegian






Robert Hernández, estudiante 
de urgencias medicas de 
tercer año (izquierda) y 
Franco Medrano, estudiante 
de urgencias medicas de 
segundo año, practican para 
su prueba de resucitación 
cardiopulmonar (CPR) en un 
muñeco, el 3 de septiembre en 
el césped del edificio de Vida y 
Ciencias de la Salud (LHSB).
Argentina ocupa el escenario principal
Reclutadores revisarán los currículums de los estudiantes
Mientras las entrevistas durante la feria 
del trabajo son oportunidades que se pueden 
aprovechar solo una vez, la oficina de Desarrollo 
del Profesionista está patrocinando una feria 
del currículum el miércoles con el propósito de 
que los reclutadores de empleados revisen el 
currículum de los estudiantes de UTB/TSC.
“La idea detrás de esto, es que queremos 
que los estudiantes estén listos para la feria del 
trabajo”, dijo Juan Andrés Rodríguez, director 
de la Oficina de Desarrollo del Profesionista. 
“Es una oportunidad para que ellos tengan una 
ventaja adicional”.
La feria del currículum, que  se llevará 
a cabo de 1 a 5 p.m. en el Salon Cassia  del 
edificio Educación y Negocios, contará con 
la asistencia de 15 representantes de distintos 
campos de empleo, incluyendo ventas, 
gobierno, manufactura, fuerzas armadas y 
educación. Se les aconseja a los estudiantes 
que lleven varias copias de su currículum al 
evento. 
“[Los estudiantes] tienen la oportunidad 
de sentarse con [reclutadores], enseñarles su 
currículum, permitir que les den una crítica y 
retroalimentación; que les digan cómo hacerle 
para que su currículum luzca más competitivo”, 
mencionó Rodríguez.
La mayoría de los reclutadores que asistirán 
a la feria del currículum también estarán en la 
feria del trabajo el 30 de septiembre.
“[La feria del currículum] será el preámbulo 
para la feria del trabajo”, comentó Rodríguez. 
“Una vez que ya están listos para solicitar un 
empleo, si el reclutador recuerda al candidato, 
tienen más oportunidad de obtener entrevistas 
después”.
La primera feria del currículum en la 
universidad se efectuó en la primavera del 
2009, pero sólo podían asistir estudiantes 
de negocios. La idea salió del Programa 
de Mentores Voluntarios de la Escuela de 
Negocios (School of Business Volunteer and 
Mentorship Program).
“Es parte del Programa de Mentores 
Voluntarios de la Escuela de Negocios, nuestra 
misión es ayudar y apoyar a los estudiantes”, 
dijo Luz Quezada, presidenta del programa. 
“Nos dimos cuenta que era una necesidad, y 
que les iba a servir a los estudiantes el traer 
profesionales de recursos humanos para 
ayudarlos, de esta forma pueden ayudar a los 
estudiantes, guiarlos a la hora de hacer su 
currículum”.
El semestre pasado asistieron a la feria diez 
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Name: Mu Alpha Nu 
Fraternity
Purpose: To promote 
brotherhood and campus 
involvement among our 
members with attention 




Vice President: Elias 
Saldivar Jr.
Archivist: Rolando Ocañas 
Treasurer: Miguel Flores 
Sponsor: Roman Ramos
Events: Meet the Greeks. The 
fraternity also participates in 
UTB/TSC’s Join-A-Club Day 
and Orange Crush.
Meetings: 7 p.m. Thursday 
in the third-floor conference 
room of The Village at Fort 
Brown.
Requirements: Must be a 
male college student with a 
2.0 grade-point average or 
higher and must complete the 
pledging process.
For more information: 
Contact Ocañas at (956) 
371-4275 or Miguel Flores 
at (956) 346-3975. Access 
the fraternity’s Web site at 
http://www.myspace.com/
mualphanu, or send an e-mail 
to mualphanu@yahoo.com.
--Compiled by Elizabeth A. 
Perez
If you would like your student 
organization featured in the 
Club Spotlight, call Collegian 
reporter Elizabeth A. Perez at 
882-5143 or send her an e-
mail at collegian@utb.edu.
Clubspotlight
Members of the Mu Alpha Nu Fraternity include (front row) Treasurer 
Miguel Flores. Second row (from left): Vice President Elias Saldivar Jr. 
and Humberto Moreno. Third row: David Covarrubias and Cal Suarez. 
Fourth row: Melvin Solano and Archivist Rolando Ocañas. Fifth row: 
President Rolando Garza. 
ElizabEth a. PErEz/CollEgian
The UTB/TSC men’s and 
women’s golf teams are ready to 
tee off their 2009 season today and 
Tuesday with a tournament hosted 
by Texas Lutheran University in 
Seguin.
“I think the guys ought to do real 
well, and the girls, I’ll be pleased 
if they come in and finish in the 
middle of the field somewhere,” 
said Head Coach Bob Lucio.
“It’ll be a really good start for 
us, even though I have a couple 
of girls on the team that have high 
expectations for themselves.”
Assistant coach Anthony Lopez 
expects a “big tournament” from 
his team.
Last year, the Scorpion women’s 
golf team ended in first place at the 
tournament.
Those expectations transcend the 
tournament and into the season.
Senior Brock Crosson expects 
to be a good leader during his last 
year of eligibility.
“For this season, having Adam 
[Haley] gone to Division I, we 
kind of pushed each other a lot last 
year, especially for a semester, and 
I expect myself to take his position 
and try to lead the team as much as 
I can,” Crosson said. “Especially 
with it being my senior year, I’d 
love to be able to end it at nationals 
and lead the program in the right 
direction, so that I could tell my 
kids that I played at UTB and it’s 
something to be proud of.”
Junior Andrea Cadriel wants 
to push herself to break a school 
record.
“That would take a lot of really 
hard work, that would take a lot of 
on-the-green work, and it would 
take a lot of mental motivation 
which is … in my capabilities,” 
Cadriel said.
The Scorpions ended their 
Spring 2009 season in the Red 
River Athletic Conference 
Tournament in Oklahoma City, 
finishing in second place, right 
behind conference powerhouse 
Northwood University.
The men’s team returns all of 
its players with the exception of 
sophomore Haley, who transferred 
back home to the University 
of Texas-Pan American. The 
women’s team lost seniors April 
Martinez and Allison Valles to 
graduation.
Lucio said it will be a rebuilding 
year for women’s golf.
“I think that what I have to do 
there is get them to play, get them 
a lot of experience,” he said. “[It’s 
a] very, very young team, but 
we’ve got some talent in there, so 
we’ve got to see how we can bring 
them along.”
Asked what assets they would 
bring to their respective teams this 
year, Cadriel and Crosson said that 
it would be course management 
and leadership.
“I feel that my course 
management might be able to 
help the girls,” said Cadriel, 
who’s a local star from Hanna 
High School. “I can help them 
with a little bit more than mental 
strategies, so that can help them … 
so that they’re not nervous on the 
course as much. So, maybe, that 
can help us so that when we get to 
the course, our larger tournaments, 
we can excel.”
Canadian-born Crosson said his 
leadership would come during the 
practice sessions.
“To be a team for men’s golf, 
it’s what you do in practice, so 
just being a leader in practice, 
trying to help people out as much 
as possible and then work on your 
own game to improve,” he said. “If 
you improve yourself, the team’s 
going to get better.”
Besides Crosson, the men’s 
team is composed of seniors 
Victor Calzada,  of Monahans, and 
Matthew Mah, of Alberta, Canada; 
sophomores Vincent Cavazos, 
Corpus Christi; Joseph Lucio, 
Brownsville; Anthony Milligan, 
Harlingen; and freshmen Matthew 
Cadriel, Brownsville; Marcus 
Cavazos, Corpus Christi.
Besides Cadriel, the women’s 
team is composed of sophomores 
Amanda Anzaldua, Krystal Garza 
and Pamela Lopez, of Brownsville; 










Major: Undecided. “Either 
psychology or kinesiology.”
Hometown: Accra, Ghana
What brought you to 
UTB/TSC? “I wanted a 
change [in] environment, so 
I came here basically on a 
scholarship to play soccer.”
Most memorable moment 
playing a sport: “The 
school I went to, it’s a 
Christian school and 
they’ve never been to a state 
championship or nothing 
before, but when they 
brought me there to play for 
them, I was able to take them 
to [the] state championship 
and the final four. I thought 
that was pretty cool.”  
Career: “I just want to keep 
playing, and see what God is 
going to do.”
Best friend: “My roommate, 
Richard Nyarko, is my best 
friend, and my host parents 
that I lived with before 
coming here. … I can tell 
them whatever.”
Favorite movie: “‘Goal,’ 
[parts] one and two.”
Word/Phrase you use the 
most: “I guess ‘hi,’ because 
I like to say hi to people.”
If you had a million 
dollars, what would you 
do: “Probably going to go 
back to Ghana and help other 
people. I got a bunch of 
friends who can play just as 
much as I can, but they just 
don’t have the opportunity 
to show how much they can 
play.”
Weaknesses: “Public 
speaking, probably talking 
in front of people. I despise 
that.”
Orange juice or milk? 
“Milk.”
Sunrise or sunset? 
“Sunrise.”
Spring or fall? “Spring.”
Hip-hop or rock? “Hip-
hop.”
--Compiled by Hugo E. 
Rodríguez
of  the Week
Courtesy Photo
Scorpion golfers start season in Seguin
Manuel reyna/Collegian
UTB/TSC Women’s Golf Team members Andrea Cadriel (from left), Larissa Loredo and 
Amanda Anzaldua practice their swings Wednesday on the Fort Brown Memorial Golf 
Course.
Series of firsts for Scorpion soccer
By Hugo E. Rodríguez 
Sports Editor
First time being ranked in 
the National Association of 
Intercollegiate Athletics. First 
player honored as NAIA player of 
the week. First victory against an 
NCAA Division I program.
And all within seven days.
On Wednesday afternoon, the 
Texas Southern University Lady 
Tigers (1-2) took on the UTB/TSC 
Women’s Soccer Team (1-1-1). 
Still hungry after devouring the 
Huston-Tillotson University Rams 
4-0, one of the Scorpions’ Red River 
Athletic Conference rivals, the Lady 
Tigers fully intended to feast on the 
Scorpions.
But the Scorpions would have 
none of that, and successfully caged 
the Lady Tigers with a superb 
performance under suffocating 
humidity.
To the spectators, the Lady Tigers 
were constantly on the defensive, 
with goalie Marissa Washington 
racking up save after save at the 
Scorpions’ expense.
But things changed quickly after 
that, as forward Linette Cuvillier, on 
a pass by midfielder/forward Abigail 
Perez, easily cleared her mark and 
defeated Washington with a shot 
that lazily went over her head and 
into the goal net a scant two minutes 
before the first half ended.
Emboldened by their goal, the 
Scorpions kept up the pressure, now 
on the opposite side of the field.
Early in the second half, forward 
Verena Wonsikowski capitalized on 
a well-placed corner, sending a shot 
that went past a series of surprised 
defenders and burrowed itself into 
the net.
A few minutes later, midfielder 
Helen Wagstaff spearheaded another 
attack into the Tigers’ box but was 
repelled. However, midfielder 
Aimee Young capitalized on the 
loose ball, receiving it at the left 
post, only a foot from the goal line, 
and then kicked it past Washington 
for the third goal.
The Lady Tigers could only score 
a single goal before sulking back to 
their den.
“We’re happy with the win,” said 
Head Coach Nik Barjaktarevic. “We 
had our first win at home for the 
season, first win against a division 
opponent, so we’re happy with the 
result. I think the team is capable 
of playing a lot, lot better, so that’s 
our focus right now. Every day we 
are getting better as a team, and we 
want to make sure that we continue 
doing this.”
And playing better is definitely 
in the works for the Scorpions, who 
ended up with a total of 29 shots on 
goal, more than twice the Houston 
university’s total.
But playing NCAA Division I 
opponents may be less than it’s 
cracked up to be.
“It’s just labels, you know,” 
Barjaktarevic said. “We don’t 
really care about the division of the 
opponents we play, we try to [play 
the] best soccer possible. … I think 
on a good day we can match up with 
anybody in the nation, no matter 
what division they play in, that’s the 
goal in the long run, to be the best 
team possible.”
The team followed up the victory 
with a game against Texas A&M 
International University in Laredo 
(0-4) on Sunday. Results were not 
available at press time. The game 
was to reek of nostalgia, as the 
Manuel reyna/Collegian
Texas Southern University goalkeeper Marissa Washington reacts as the ball goes into the net Wednesday. The goal was scored by Scorpion forward Veronica Wankowski. The 
UTB/TSC Women’s Soccer Team defeated the Tigers 3-1 on the REK Center Field. 
By Hugo E. Rodríguez 
Sports Editor
See ‘Sports,’ Page 15
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telephone interview with The Collegian. “We 
actually covered a lot of the developments 
in the Rio Grande Valley.”
Oscar Casares, a Chicano writer and 
Brownsville native, will read from his latest 
book, “Amigoland,” at 5:30 p.m. Sept. 23 in 
the Barnes & Noble bookstore.
High school students will be invited to 
attend a screening of Hector Galán’s “The 
Big Squeeze” at 10 a.m. Sept. 25 in the 
Student Union’s Gran Salon.
The documentary, about the Big Squeeze 
Accordion Fest, will also be presented 
during the Fiesta del Paseo at 7 p.m. Sept. 
26 on the Student Union lawn. 
“It’s a new event we’re doing along with 
Hispanic Heritage Month, trying to inform 
students of a different type of fine arts within 
that music history,” Student Life Director 
Sergio Martinez said. “Were excited, it’s 
going to be a lot of fun.”
A grand opening for the “Agrasánchez 
Mexican Cinema Collection” will take place 
at 7:15 p.m. Oct.1 in the Arnulfo L. Oliveira 
Memorial Library.
“Noche de Tango,” performed by UTB/
TSC students under the direction of Alberto 
Sacco, is scheduled at 7:30 p.m. Oct. 9 in 
the SET-B Lecture Hall. 
The United States started the observance 
of Hispanic heritage in 1968, when Congress 
authorized President Lyndon B. Johnson to 
proclaim a week in September as National 
Hispanic Heritage Week.
In 1988, the observance was expanded to 
a month, honoring “U.S. residents who trace 
their roots to Spain, Mexico and the Spanish-
speaking nations of Central America,  South 
America and the Caribbean,” according to a 
U.S. Census Bureau fact sheet.
Sept. 15 marks the start of Hispanic 
Heritage Month with the anniversary of the 
independence of Costa Rica, El Salvador, 
Guatemala, Honduras and Nicaragua. 
Mexico celebrates its independence Sept. 
16 and Chile Sept. 18.
For a schedule of all events, see Page 8.
Hispanic
Continued from Page 1
Ten recruiters assisted about 50 business 
majors.
“The recruiters were busy all the time,” 
Rodriguez said. “They’re going to be with 
a recruiter for about 15 to 20 minutes. And 
also, they can ask about things beyond their 
résumé. They can ask about their industry, 
they can ask them about tips on conducting 
an interview, what’s the hiring process in 
their company, what’s the typical day in 
their industry. It’s a chance to meet with 
them and expand their network.”
Resume
Continued from Page 6
the programs.
Throughout the event, UT-Pan Am 
recruiters will give presentations on the 
programs. Prospective students will be 
able to talk to faculty members on a one-
to-one basis.
Students can register ahead of time for 
the event or register on the day of the fair 
at the entrance. To pre-register, go to http://
www.utpa.edu/gradschool and click on the 
“UTPA-UTB Health Sciences Grad Fair” 
icon.
Fair
Continued from Page 2
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Longoria, who is employed at UTB/TSC’s Physical Plant, 
has an accordion with the university’s scorpion logo on it. He 
won the competition in 2007.
“Music is his life,” Martinez said. “He’s very passionate 
about it.” 
Fiesta del Paseo also will feature games in a carnival-like 
fashion and UTB/TSC student clubs will sell food at booths. 
The screening of the film will begin about 8 p.m.  
Tejano aficionado David Champion will be the master of 
ceremonies and will discuss the movie and interview Galán 
about his work filming the documentary.
The fiesta will continue after the film with live music.
Accordionists from across the Rio Grande Valley will 
compete in an “accordion-off” to demonstrate their musical 
abilities and entertain the audience.
“[We’re] trying to showcase something people aren’t 
used to and it’s all tied into Hispanic Heritage Month and 
promoting our local culture,” Martinez said.
Those involved in putting the event together are the offices 
of Student Life, Student Union, Texas Folklife, CineSol and 
the City of Brownsville. 
CineSol is providing the film and Texas Folklife sponsors 
the Big Squeeze Accordion Fest in Austin.
“It’s multiple agencies working together to do something 
good for the community,” Martinez said.
Although there will be a few Mexican-style decorations at 
the event, he said the campus is pretty enough to “lend itself” 
to the occasion and they want the focus to be on the music 
and entertainment.
Fiesta
Continued from page 3
market, very high spikes in the market, and 
so the substantive changes that were made 
to the plan this year really revolved around 
extraordinary events,” Zimmerman told 
The Collegian in a telephone interview.
Matt Flores, assistant director of Public 
Affairs for the UT System, said there is a 
closer stake for UTIMCO employees.
“It’s more on the side of the system than 
it is on the employee,” Flores told The 
Collegian in a telephone interview. “It’s 
more to UTIMCO’s benefit than it is for 
the employees because it is, essentially, 
it more closely ties the merit pay with the 
performance of the fund than it had in the 
past.”
According to the news release, the UT 
System invests endowment and operating 
funds currently valued at about $19.2 
billion.
UTIMCO
Continued from Page 6
ing, Arturo Olague, assistant facility coordinator of the 
REK Center, was in charge.
“I advised him to call Campus Police to come get the 
shell that landed at the deck,” Braden said.
A police emergency announcement sent via telephone 
alerted the campus community about the incident. The 
announcement said students located in the Education and 
Business Complex, the New Library and University Bou-
levard Classroom Buildings should evacuate and others 
throughout the campus should avoid that area; however, 
they forgot to add the REK Center to the list, Braden said.
“I think that was just a typo,” Braden said. “Once we saw 
those [alerts], we were already in the process of closing the 
REK.”
There was no physical damage to the REK Center.
Braden said they have yet to find the location on the wall 
in which the bullet hit.
“It’s not visible where it hit,” Braden said. “It was my 
understanding that it hit very high in the building.”
Campus Police inspected the second floor and deter-
mined that no bullets had gone through the building.
To clear students from University Boulevard, about three 
Campus Police officers wearing bullet-proof vests were 
directing traffic outside the REK Center shortly after the 
incident was reported.
Interim Provost Tony Zavaleta said the incident was an 
eye-opener for the university.
“I think it points out to us how close danger is to us,” 
Zavaleta said, “not just because we are on the border, but 
we’re an urban university. Not only are we downtown, but 
we’re between two downtowns, in terms of downtown 
Brownsville and downtown Matamoros.”
Zavaleta said he was satisfied with the university’s emer-
gency alert system. 
“The good news is that we have a system in place that 
alerts us that there was something going on on campus,” 
he said.
Crime Prevention officer Pedro Vasquez said the first 
thing to do in case of an emergency is to notify your su-
pervisor.
“If you’re staff or students, report it to faculty, report it 
to the supervisor … and report it to the university police as 
soon as possible,” Vasquez said. “From our point of view, 
it’s very important for us to know because if the incident 
happens on campus, we need to take some action.”
Campus Police is working on a system that will be avail-
able for UTB/TSC students, faculty and staff to view vid-
eos online explaining what procedures to take in case of an 
emergency, including a gunbattle either on or off campus.
“We’re working on a program in which … any faculty, 
staff or student can log in like they would in [MyUTB/
TSCBlackboard] and they can actually [watch] a 10-min-
ute video which gives you an overall perspective on what 
to do when there’s an active shooter on campus,” Vasquez 
said.
Shooting
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suites for editing and digital video cameras. 
The Texas Film Commission has contributed 
to the TV studio by providing funds for more 
video equipment. 
Three drama courses are being offered 
under the Communication Department. 
Rehman said due to the surprising interest 
UTB/TSC students displayed for last 
year’s play, “A Line in the Sand,” there is 
a possibility that a drama degree will be 
added in the future. The auditions attracted 
29 students and the play received positive 
reviews. Introduction to Theater was offered 
this fall semester and exceeded the expected 
enrollment of 25 students with 35 students. 
“We are thinking that perhaps a couple 
of years from now we could have a major 
in theater and that would be housed in the 
Communication Department,” Rehman 
said. 
With a communication degree, a graduate 
can seek a position with a newspaper, radio 
station, TV station, advertising agencies and 
virtually any other business because they 
need to communicate to audiences about 
their services and products. 
“We live in an age of communication; 
communication is all around us all day long,” 
Rehman said. “The American society could 
not function without radio and television, 
movies, books, magazines, newspaper and 
advertising. Communication has become 
and is essential to our overall study of our 
society.”
Albeit newspaper readership is declining, 
UTB/TSC’s communication program 
has adapted with courses such as Studio 
Technology I and Radio/Television 
Announcing. Students also learn how to 
adapt writing for other forms of news media, 
such as Web-based and television news. 
Rehman believes the newspaper industry 
will remain a source of news despite the fact 
it will offer a smaller job market.
“When it comes to in-depth news reporting 
and originating the news, newspapers will 
always have that position,” Rehman said.
Comm
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Scorpions defeated the Dustdevils 3-1 in 
their first official game as a college team, 
following it up with a win a year later at 
Morningside Park.
“We’re going into the game with the 
mindset that we just have to not worry about 
the opponent so much, but worry about how 
we play and if we do that well, I have no 
doubt that we’ll play well on Sunday,” the 
coach said Thursday night.
The men’s soccer team (3-0) also traveled 
with the women’s soccer team to battle the 
men’s side of the Dustdevils (1-2).
Head Coach Dan Balaguero expected a 
tough game.
“Every time we play them it’s a close 
game, especially on the road in Laredo, it’s 
going to be a hard game,” Balaguero said.
The Scorpions will follow up that game 
with another road match this Friday against 
the University of Mobile (Ala.) (1-1)
Last year, then 14th-ranked University 
of Mobile defeated the Scorpions 3-0 in 
the opening round of the NAIA National 
Tournament. The tables will be turned in this 
week’s matchup, as the Scorpions are now 
nationally ranked for the first time at 25, and 
Mobile fell out of the top 25 after a rough 
start to its season.
 “I think it means a lot,” Balaguero said of 
his team’s ranking. “We’ve only had a team 
here for two years, so, to get ranked, to be 
amongst the best teams in the NAIA, I think 
it’s a credit to the players and I think it puts 
the university on the map, as well.”
The announcement of the Scorpions’ new 
rank (which will still be subject to their 
season’s performance) came alongside the 
honoring of forward Abass Ayembillah as 
NAIA Player of the Week, another first for 
the Scorpion soccer programs.
“He’s only been in college for a couple of 
weeks, but he’s had a really great start to his 
collegiate career,” Balaguero said. “Great kid, 
great player, fantastic athlete, and I expect 
we’ll hear quite a lot about him this season 
and I think he’ll continue to score important 
goals for us.”
In an interview with The Collegian on 
Wednesday, Ayembillah could barely contain 
a humble, almost shy smile as he was asked 
about the honors.
“That feels great, it really is nice,” he said. 
“I don’t feel any different, I don’t let all this 
stuff get into my head making me think like 
I’m better than anybody or anything like that. 
No, I’m just going to practice harder and just 
try harder each and every day and see what’s 
going to happen.”
The announcement was a perfect ending 
for a great weekend for Ayembillah, who had 
a hat trick on Sept. 5’s 5-1 rout of then-16th-
ranked Southern Nazarene University.
Sports
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